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Section 1.  Mapping 
 
 

Map Format 
 
You are free to represent your survey findings in any format you wish.  It is 
advised that you start by using an accurate map (e.g. a 6” or other OS map) to 
record things accurately.  It is also perfectly acceptable to use a self-made ‘sketch’ 
map’ if you prefer.  It is also advisable to use a larger scale map to denote where 
your area is in relation to the rest of your county or region.  The advent of free and 
easy to use mapping programmes has made this very easy. 
 
Map Essentials 
 
Your map should really contain the following: 
 

• An accurate title 
• At least an approximate scale 
• A north sign 
• A clear numbering or symbol system 
• A key to match the above 
• Date of creation or editing 

 
Some additional features to include are sketches or photos, additional information 
in margins, your details, direction to further information in entry or report.   
 
Your map should not be too large as to make it cumbersome.  If including a map in 
your entry, make it of usable size, A3 maximum.  If possible, it could be protected 
with laminations, contact plastic or in a waterproof sleeve.  More than one map is 
acceptable but not more than two or three!  You may submit your biodiversity / 
habitats map along with or as part of your local area Tidy Towns map.  
 
Try not to clutter your maps but at the same time make information readily 
accessible with least effort.  Maps like pictures, are worth far more than 1000’s of 
words.   
 
What Goes on your Biodiversity (Habitats) Map 
 
You use the Biodiversity Map chiefly to record your habitat survey findings, and 
these will represent the presence of the main habitat areas in your town.   
However  the biodiversity map can also be used to show your understanding of 
the ecology of the area as a whole and also to show your work areas.  See the 
table below for a handy checklist.  
 

What Should be on a Biodiversity Map? 
 

o Habitat Areas 
o Protected Areas 
o Wildlife Features 
o Project Areas  

 

• Action Areas 
• Invasive Species  
• Unusual / Specimen Trees 
• Bird and Bat Boxes and 

Feeders 
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Section 2.  The Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
 
What is a Biodiversity Action Plan? 

A Biodiversity Action Plan is an internationally recognized programme that 
addresses species and habitats in terms of assessing, cataloguing and protecting 
biological systems and their constituent parts.   

The Biodiversity Action Plan has its roots in the Rio Conference of 1992 and its 
Convention on Biological Diversity.  Countries signing up to this convention have 
the task of developing national and local plans. 

Local Biodiversity Action Plans 

Countries involved in the CBD are required also to develop, as appropriate, Local 
Biodiversity Action Plans. Each Local Biodiversity Action Plan works on the basis 
of partnership to identify local priorities and to determine the contribution they can 
make to the delivery of the national Species and Habitat Action Plan targets. 
Often, but not always, LBAPs conform to county boundaries.   

There is no real rule about the size or extent of areas in these plans and they may 
be developed for cities, urban areas, villages and even townlands.   

What are LBAPs For?  Policy and Practice 

Current legislation and policies highlight both rare and common aspects of general 
biodiversity. Greater legal protection is offered to rare features. Within each 
geographic area there is particular regard for rare habitats and native species of 
plants and animals (which arrived naturally and have been present for thousands 
of years), as native species are best suited to climate, soils and are best 
integrated into the web of life. Native species which spend their lives in an area 
are more important than casual users. In general, birds which nest and feed in an 
area are more important than those which only come to feed. 

As there is increasing global awareness and concern with the decline of all forms 
of biodiversity, more recent policies emphasise the importance of mobilising all 
sectors of society to halt and reverse this decline in all places, not just in areas of 
known high value. This approach is particularly appropriate to urban areas where 
the vast majority of the Irish population resides and where few rare features of 
biodiversity have survived. The policies are based on many of the principles which 
underpin Agenda 21 and the aspiration of sustainable development as they were 
first articulated through the Convention on Biodiversity which was developed at 
Rio in 1992.  

Source: Comhar (2005) 
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Who Prepares Biodiversity Action Plans? 

The job is carried out at several levels.  Internationally there are species and 
habitat plans, nationally there is an Irish Biodiversity Action Plan and they are also 
prepared at county level.  However, there are also national habitat and species 
plans for rare and threatened species.  A Local Biodiversity Action Plan can be 
prepared at any level and any group may carry this out.   

Local environmental groups  such as Tidy Towns groups are encouraged to 
devote time and effort to survey, catalogue and understanding of their local area.  
They are advised to seek professional advice on this and to work with their local 
authority.  Each local authority should have a biodiversity officer but few do.  In 
most instances, this role falls to the Heritage Officer.  This officer is usually expert 
or trained in biodiversity issues and will be pleased to assist local groups.  

What are Local Biodiversity Action Plans For? 
 

• Collection of better information on biodiversity in all areas and 
its more effective dissemination to the public.  

 
• Reduction of pressures on biodiversity through economic/ 

financial interventions 

• Provision of a variety of responses to the management of 
biodiversity  

 
• Integration of biodiversity with all types of land and water use 

 
• More effective spatial planning 

 
• Support for individual and locally-based actions 

 
• Use of indicators to track progress 

 
Source: Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government 
(2005) 
 

•  
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What Makes up the Local Biodiversity Action Plan  

The findings of your habitat survey will greatly inform your Local Biodiversity 
Action Plan.  Other works, as discussed in Session 1 will also be very informative.  
Below is an outline of a proposed structure for a Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Things to Note 
 
The Plan should be undertaken over a calendar year for reasons we discussed in 
Session 1.  Although professional help should almost certainly be sought, there is 
no reason why groups should not attempt to draw up their own.  An exception to 
this is in dealing with protected or listed species or habitats.  Here you should seek 
assistance from the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Your local authority will 
also be able to provide technical (or even financial) help.  

What  Goes in our Plan? 
 
Introduction:  a brief description of the area, reasons for doing 
such a plan, description of resources used and a very brief look 
toward the future of biodiversity or conservation in your area 
 
The Survey: A (complete as possible)account of the survey; 
description of methodology, outcomes and conclusions.  The 
survey report itself should go in the appendices but this chapter 
should describe it and its findings in detaiil.   
 
The Habitats: a description of the habitats in your area; give as 
complete as possible a view of the conservation status of these.  
NB: any protected habitats must be included  
 
The Species: a description of the species found or known in 
your area; give as complete as possible a view of the 
conservation status of these.  NB: any protected species must 
be included 
 
The Plan: a detailed plan of how your group is going to treat 
these habitats and species within your area, your work and other 
requirements.  A 3-5 year outlook is recommended.  A Tabular 
format is a good way of dealing with both species and habitats. 
See the next box for more details.   
 
The Information:  All of the work that contributed toward the 
local Biodiversity Action Plan should go in as appendices, 
including your habitat / biodiversity survey.  
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Section 3. Formulating Actions, Lists and Priorities 
 
Boxing it Off. 
 
A common and very useful way of drawing up plans, either for species, habitats 
biodiversity actions is to use a tabular format.  This allows you to draw up lists and 
add to them as needs be, allocate these into their logical order and prioritise as 
the plan develops.   
 
A useful way of categorising your actions is to develop themes. These are strands 
or elements of the plan that are developed to meet certain goals.  Themes could 
be:  To Develop a Fuller Understanding of the Biodiversity of Ballytown.  In this 
theme would go actions such as carrying out a bat survey, further elements of 
your habitat survey and any wildlife inventories or desk research.  Other themes 
could be: To increase Awareness and Enjoyment of the Biodiversity of Ballytown 
for its Residents and Visitors or To Manage the Threats of Non-Native Species. 
 
Some examples are shown in the proposed tabular format in the box below.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above format is also useful in preparing more detailed plans for habitats and 
species.  E.g. a 3-5 year programme could be drawn up for dealing with an 
infestation of knotweed, erecting and maintaining bird boxes etc. There are lots of 
advantages to this method.  The plans can be easily seen and reviewed, the 
format allows for easy revision and the various responsibilities are clear.  The 
format also cuts down on unnecessary text and ‘padding’ of your report.  
 
There are plenty examples of good Biodiversity Action Plans already completed 
that you can review.  Remember that your local authority will be happy to assist 
you if possible.   
 
 

Theme 1. To Develop a Fuller Understanding of the Biodiversity of Ballytown 
 
Item Action Involving Year  
To find out about 
the lichens and 
mosses of St 
MacCartans (RC) 
Church grounds 

Carry out a lichen 
and moss survey  

Church officers 
and staff, 
Ballytown Tidy 
Towns, 
lichen/bryophyte 
expert  

2 – 3.  Summer 
survey 
recommended  

 
Theme 3. To increase Awareness and Enjoyment of the Biodiversity of Ballytown for its 
Residents and Visitors 
 
Item Action Involving Year  
To enhance 
biodiversity 
awareness 
among park users 

Review habitat 
survey for 
information, erect 
wildlife signage in 
park  

Monaghan 
County Council, 
Ballytown Tidy 
Towns, local 
residents 

2  
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