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On Saturday, 24th September 2002, almost 40 people from Tidy Towns and Residents 
Groups all over Co Monaghan visited two villages which have been performing well in 
the National Tidy Towns competition. The tour was arranged by Carol Lambe, of the Of-
fice of Community & Enterprise in Monaghan County Council, which provides support to 
the recently formed Network. The tour was one of the activities which were agreed for 
2002 at the Network’s first meeting in November 2001. Also on the bus was Monaghan 
County Council’s newly appointed Environmental Awareness Officer, Nial O’Connor. 

Purpose of Tour 
 

The purpose of the study trip was to 
learn from the work which has been 
achieved by the Tidy Towns committees 
in the two villages, and to get to know 
better the other people who are working 
on Tidy Towns projects around Co. 
Monaghan. 

Photographs 
Many thanks to Adelaide 
McCormick of Monaghan 

Tidy Towns and Jose-
phine Higgins of Mill-

town Residents Associa-
tion, who recorded the 
day in photos and for-
warded copies of their 
photos to the Office. 

 
Opposite: group photo  

Outline of Tour 
 
Both villages we visited are past Na-
tional winners in the Tidy Towns compe-
tition, and scored identical 261 marks in 
the 2001 competition. Newtowncashel 
won further recognition in 2002 for their 
new Quarry project. 
 
In both villages, we were met by mem-
bers of the Tidy Towns Committee.  In 
addition to showing us around their vil-
lage, the committees were very forthright 
about the difficulties they have faced and 
mistakes they have made over the years. 
 
The tour lunched in the Shannon Key 
West Hotel in Rooskey. The hotel over-
looks the canal, and gave many an appe-
tite to see the Ulster Canal flow through 
the centre of Monaghan town! 

Outline of Report 
 
This report puts together some of the ob-
servations and discussions which took 
place during the tour. The report consists 
of the opinions and suggestions of vari-
ous individuals who were in attendance. 
 
It is hoped that this report will serve as a 
discussion document at the next Network 
meeting, and that it will help to give the 
Network, as well as individual groups, 
direction for future projects. 



Newtowncashel 
Newtowncashel is situated on the edge of 
the peat bogs overlooking Lough Ree. It 
consists of a number of buildings  spread 
out along a considerable length of road. A 
small village green about halfway through 
the village is the only space the group had 
to work with initially. This was the closest 
the village had to a focal point when they 
started out. Over the years, they have cre-
ated more verges and space at road junc-
tions, car parking and information points, 
all through negotiation with landowners 
for a few meters when the walls were be-
ing constructed.  

A few years ago, a local man gave over a 
house and out offices in the village to the 
group, which they have developed into a 
folk museum. The group have kept one 
room in the house for use as a committee 
room/ office. 

The group have been working on the vil-
lage for over 20 years. In order to link the 
dispersed buildings into a cohesive unit, 
the group have constructed stone walls 
throughout the village. These were built 
by FAS schemes, with the permission of 
the residents/ landowners. In order to sof-
ten the effect of so much stonework, judi-
cious planting of ivy and other creepers is 
now being undertaken. Well-maintained 
post & rail fencing also breaks the walls at 
intervals, to good effect. 
 
The less tidy areas in the village, such as 
entries to farm yards, are screened from 
view with solid gates. 

All plants are native species, and this is a 
deliberate policy of the group. Likewise, 
trees are also native— a particularly attrac-
tive example was a rowan tree in full berry 
when we visited. 

Plants 

Hardscaping 



Newtowncashel has drawn from its area 
for inspiration, and has made effective use 
of bog oak in strategic points throughout 
the village.  They have also used a lot of 
hard landscaping, using interesting shapes 
of lawn areas to add interest to the village.  

Local Personality 

‘Bird bath’ sculpture— bog oak & local stone. Note 
rowan tree and creation of wide verges through 

location of stone walls 

A FAS CE scheme has created a number 
of sculptures which are featured around 
the village. Attractive seats are provided to 
encourage people to spend time in the 
green areas and enjoy their beauty. 
 
Local artists and sculptors work with the 
group, and many of the focal points in the 
village were suggested and designed by 
the artists. 

All the elements of the work follow the 
same theme, keeping true to nature. Water 
features mimic natural waterfalls, with bog 
oak birds splashing at their base. Where an 
object from nature is being depicted, an 
element of modern design is sometimes 
used.  



The Quarry Sculptural 
 Garden 

Newtowncashel’s latest project was funded from their winnings from previous awards in 
the National Tidy Towns competition.  
 
One of the approaches to the village was marred by the presence of a disused quarry, right 
along the roadside. The group worked with a local artist to design a park, in which are 
featured a number of beautiful sculptures.  
 
In so doing, they have turned what was their weakest feature into a unique and innovative 
resource for the whole community. 

Dinosaur egg in tree trunk, with natural, unstructured flowerbed 

The group have created a lawn from the floor of the 
quarry, and have incorporated the sheer quarry wall 
to the rear of the area into the garden by creating a 
pool in its shadow. A water pump moves water to 
the top of the quarry face, from which the water 
trickles in rivulets back down into the pool. Hang-
ing plants tumbling from the top of the quarry wall, 
along with lichens on the wall, add to the natural 
effect. 
 
Sculptures are in local natural materials— bog oak 
and stone from the quarry. Inspiration is drawn 
from nature, with a little modern styling and the 
odd touch of humour for good measure! 



Keadue 

Keadue is a larger village than Newtown-
cashel, and has a wide main street with 
many shops. Halfway up one side of the 
street is situated the community park, cre-
ated by the Tidy Towns group who pur-
chased the site in order to gain access to 
the site to improve its derelict appearance. 
 
Like Newtowncashel, inspiration is drawn 
from the local area, with heathers from the 
neighbouring mountains featuring promi-
nently in the park. Plants are low mainte-
nance, and the work is carried out by local 
volunteers. 
 

A colourful addition to road junction in Keadue— note how low fountain does not obscure traffic’s view 

Like Newtowncashel, Keadue has not lim-
ited their activities to beautifying the vil-
lage: at the edge of the village, they have 
developed a lakeside park, providing car 
parking, planting trees and stocking the 
lake with ducks.  
 
The Leitrim Way passes through the lake 
car park, thus connecting the village to the 
tourism trail in Cavan/Leitrim. 
 
Good use is made of wide verges and 
space at road junctions, and the village 
makes use of native tree species on the ap-
proach roads.  

Keadue has opted for more 
formal water features than 
Newtowncashel. Some dis-
cussion took place around 
the merits of both ap-
proaches. It was suggested 
that a ‘stream’ might also 
have fitted in well amongst 
the heathers (pic. right). The 
paving slabs were salvaged 
from a Forestry house, the 
materials from which were 
bought for £10. 

Water Features 



get better year after year. (Plus the good 
thorny varieties make great vandal deter-
rents!) 

Common Solution? 
 
The groups which took part in the tour 
were in agreement that they shared a com-
mon problem with Keadue and Newtown-
cashel with regard to the sourcing of man-
power to maintain public areas. 
 
With the cutting back of FAS CE schemes, 
many groups are finding it difficult to 
maintain their current level of activity, let 
alone embark on new projects. 
 
There was some discussion of the new 
FAS Social Economy initiative. Some 
groups had approached and been turned 
down for SE projects for their own areas. 
However, it was suggested that a wider 
area taking in a number of villages/ towns, 
might be successful in putting together a 
Social Economy project. 
 
The project might take the form of a land-
scape gardening ‘crew’, who would visit 
each area a set number of times per year, 
carrying out maintenance and improve-
ment works.  
 
Carol Lambe undertook to approach FAS 
on behalf of the Network, and to report 
back at the next Network meeting.  

New Ideas & Lessons Learned 
Common Themes: 
 
• Both villages use native plants and 

draw from the natural features of the 
surrounding area for their inspiration 

• Small areas which can be completed 
in one year are tackled at a time, but 
always working to an overall vision 

• Tourism amenities are incorporated 
into the work— bus parking, infor-
mation points, parks and picnic areas 

• An eyesore, with a little thinking can 
become an enhancing detail of the 
overall picture. Concrete bins are 
pebble-dashed, in order to better 
blend in. Old overgrown sites are 
used as opportunities to create public 
amenity areas. 

• It was suggested that Monaghan 
groups should consider incorporat-
ing whitethorn hedges into their 
work, and using themes such as lace 
and literature to add a unique local 
flavour to the work. 

• Neither of the villages we visited 
had opted for underground cabling 
of ESB or phone wires.  

 
Common Difficulties: 
 
• The burden of maintaining public 

areas is the biggest problem, with 
FAS CE cutbacks starting to take ef-
fect 

• Keadue pays a local boy to cut the 
grass once a week. The rest of the 
work, weeding, planting etc is car-
ried out by two people, who are be-
ginning to feel the strain 

• Newtowncashel points to the impor-
tance of taking maintenance into ac-
count when designing new features. 
For example, rose beds take a lot 
less maintenance than beds of annu-
als, they bloom all summer, and they  



 

• Wider verges allow greater room for 
the addition of features and can 

 create a sense of space. 
 
• Build on local history, heritage, litera-

ture, landscape etc. rather than intro-
duce new themes. This will ensure 
that your area has a unique feel and 
that it fits in with what’s already 
there. 

 
• Planting should draw inspiration from 

the species which are already being 
widely featured in the area, eg  white-
thorn, rowan, ash, or Cherry Blossom 
in Monaghan town 

 
• Use local artists to help design unique 

and attractive spaces, furniture and 
sculptural pieces 

 
• Tidy Towns offers the opportunity to 

develop areas for public use and en-
joyment— seating, ease of access, play 
facilities for children should all be 
considered 

 
• Tidy Towns can play an important 

role in the creation of tourism infra-
structure— information points, car 
parking, access to lakes or larger pro-
jects such as the creation of parks 
could be incorporated into the Tidy 
Towns plan 

 
• With the law regarding the erection of 

posters tightening all the time, per-
haps Tidy Towns groups might pro-
vide and maintain a ‘public kiosk’ in 
their area, along the lines of the com-
munity notice boards that are popular 

• The Council may be able to incorporate 
additional space into new road layouts and 
junction works.  

 
• If your village is located in a Clar area 

(west Monaghan only), some funding may 
be available for village enhancement. 
Contact Cavan Monaghan LEADER on 
049 4338477 

 
• Monaghan Arts Office will be happy to 

assist you to work with local artists,  and 
to access funding. (Note: the Arts Council 
considers landscape to be a form of art) 

 
• Monaghan County Council’s Estates Man-

agement Fund  assists groups working on 
Council housing estates to improve and 
maintain their area 

 
• Monaghan County Council also operates 

an Environment fund, which can assist 
any group in the county to carry out envi-
ronmental improvements 

 
• Monaghan Peace II Task Force can fund 

street and area improvements. Check out 
www.monaghancdb.ie/peace2Taskforce.
html or phone 047 38142 for more details  

 
• Monaghan County Council’s Planning 

section is carrying out a Local Area Ac-
tion Plan for each village. This will be an 
agreed blueprint with the community for 
future works in the area. Make sure you 
feed in to your LAAP. 

 
• Monaghan County Council’s Environment 

Officer Nial O’Connor will be happy to 
advise groups on establishing environ-
mental projects such as bring banks and 
composting schemes in your area. He can 
also assist groups to develop anti-litter 
programmes, and advise on planting ar-
rangements and environmental improve-
ments. Make Nial your first port of call to 
learn more about the various supports the 
Environment Section can give to your 
group. Contact Nial on 047 30500, email 
noconnor@monaghancoco.ie 

 

Some Ideas … … … … … … .  And Where to get Help 

The Tidy Towns/ Residents Associations Network 
is supported by the Office of Community & Enter-
prise in Monaghan County Council  
Tel 047 38140, or email clambe@monaghancoco.ie 
Keep up to date with all kinds of Community De-
velopment issues, 
including funding opportunities by visiting  

www.monaghancdb.ie  


